[Antibodies to retinal S antigen in the tear and serum as an indicator of the nature of a course of endogenous uveitis in children].
Antibodies (IgM and IgG) to retinal S antigen were studied by enzyme immunoassay in the tear (n = 135) and blood serum (n = 221) samples taken from 45 children with chronic endogenous uveitis during a follow-up (for 6 months to 5 years). The studies have confirmed the early evidence that detection of serum autoantibodies may be used for the diagnosis of autoimmune and infectious-and-autoimmune uveitis, the verification and prediction of renal alterations, risks for lesions in the second eye in unilateral uveitis and prerecurrence in bilateral uveitis. Criteria for detecting antibodies to lacrimal S antigen were developed. Its has been ascertained that it is expedient to use this procedure as a method for controlling the efficiency of treatment in uveitis involving the posterior parts of the eye, confirming, and predicting the risk for involvement of the retina into an inflammatory process, detecting trends for development of chronic forms of both bilateral and unilateral uveitis. Simultaneous accumulation of IgM and/or IgG antibodies in the lacrimal fluid and serum, as well as imbalance, i.e. a prolonged enhancement of only local or only systemic response to S antigen (of both classes), are prognostically unfavorable.